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IF  over  Nature  set  herself  tlu'  task  of 
constructing  an  escapeless  lly  -  trap 
wherein  to  catch  curiously  (lehuled  sjjeci- 
mens  of  the  human  race,  she  achiinvd 
that  feat  when,  by  a  crafty  (lis])osal  of  her 
mi^^htiest  forces  —  volcanic,  i;lacial,  and 
erosion — she  baited  a  naniek'ss  tributarv 
of  the  Yukon  River,  in  the  most  inaccessible 
corner  of  Xorth-Western  America,  with 
tlie  lure  now  attracting  thousands  of 
feverishly  excited  goldseekers  from  all 
parts  of  the  globe. 

It  is  quite  safe  to  say  that  no  gold- 
mining  district  ever  before  discovered  is 
so  unapproachal)le  and  so  beset  with 
dangers.  The  first  stroke  of  the  dis- 
coverer's pick,  it  is  said,  laid  bare  a  nugget 
of  virgin  gold,  but  it  also  started  a 
gigantic  "(lod's  Acre."*  Even  if  the 
prediction  that  hundreds,  if  not  thousands, 
will  starve  to  death  this  winter  does  not 
become  fulfilletl,  owing  to  the  re])orted 
impossibility  of  any  considerable  number 
of  men  reaching  the  sjjot,  it  is  cpiite  certain 
that  scores  upor.  scores  of  prospectots 
inex])erienced  in  the  dangers  peculiar  to 
travel  in  this  region,  ami  as  ill-provided 


*  Curiously  cnoujjh,  a  question  has  alreaiiv 
arisen  conceniin};  the  ])erson  or  persons  who  tirst 
discovered  the  Kloniiike  ^old-field.  According  to 
tlie  liest  jiossilile  authority,  ^^'illianl  Oj^ilvie, 
F.R.G.S.,  the  famous  Canadian  surveyor  of  the 
Alaskan  boundary  line,  and  who,  if  he  did  not 
actually  iliscover  this  auriferous  river,  was  certainly 
the  man  whose  astronomical  observation  dehnitely 
settled  that  Klondike  is  on  British  soil,  states'tha't 
the  discoverers  were  three  miners,  Henderson, 
Swanson,  and  Morrison,  who  washed  the  tirst  pan 
on  what  is  now  Ciold  Bottom  in  July  iiS()6.  Accord- 
to  otiier  information,  a  man  called  Cormack  was 
the  miner  who  lirst  stumbled  upon  the  difjjjings  in 
August  1896. 


with  the  means  of  withstanding  cold  and 
hunger  as  they  are  physically  imfit  to 
cope  with  the  extreme  hardships  of  that 
vocation,  wdl  leave  their  bones  in  name- 
less graves,  or  be  dasheil  to  pieces  in 
the  gloomy  cafions  and  terrific  rapids  of 
the  Ui)i)er  Yukon. 

.\  brief  topographical  explanation  is 
necessary  in  order  to  understand  why  it  is 
that  the  invader  of  th>  '\londikc  has  to 
face  cpiite  unusual  dangers  and  risks.  The 
stream  f  after  which  the  new  discoveries 
have  been  named  is  a  tributary  of  the 
Yukon,  and  joins  it  between  five  and  six 
hundred  miles  from  the  Yukon's  source. 
A  ivw  miles  down  stream  from  where  thev 
meet  is  Fort  Reliance,  below  which,  again, 
the  141st  meridian,  which  here  forms  the 
i)oundary  between  Alaska  and  Canada, 
separates  ]?ritish  possessions  from  the 
ha])i)y  purchase  made  a  generation  ago  by 
the  L'liited  States  of  America  from  Russia 
Consequently,  Klondike  and  its  several 
rich  tributaries  are  well  on  Fnglish  soil,  a 
fact  American  papers  like  to  forget.  A 
glance  at  the  map  will  show  that  by  far 
the  shortest  way  to  Klondike  is  to  take 
steamer  at  Yictoria,  .proceed  along  the 
much  indented  Pacific  littoral  to  the  fjord 
called  Lynn  Canal,  at  the  extreme  point  of 
which  an  overland  journey  of  forty  miles 
brings  one  to  a  chain  of  lakes  which  are 
the  source  of  the  Yukon.  From  there  a 
journey  of  nearly  six  hundred  miles 
down  the  swift  Yukon  lands  you  at 
Dawson  City,  on  the  Klondike  River,  the 


^1 


+  On  Schwatka's    map  the    Klondike  or   Clon- 
dyke  is  called  Deev  River. 
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cliirt"  city  "  oftlic  (listri(  t.    riiturlimatciv,  uncertain  ainl   riskfiil  affair.     'I'lii-;  is  best 

the    presence    (if    very    (laiij^'eriuis    rajiids,  proved    l)y    the    fact    tlial   at    the    present 

particularly  at  W'hitehorse  and  l''ive  I'"ini,rer  moment,  accordinii:  to  tlie  latest  news,  the 

Kajiids,  as  well  as  the  im|)assal)le  character  seven  steamers  that  hitherto  have  sufficed 

ol  till'  country  on  hoth  sides  of  the  L'|)|ier  for  tiie   traffic  are  laid  up  hv  accidents,  or 

\'iikon,  iireveiit  all  hut  the  hardiest  traveller  hy  low  water,  the  result  hein^  that  tlu'  five 

takiiiL,'  the   same   route  hack;   for  it  is,  of  or    six    thousand    persons   round    Dawson 

course,  a  viTy  different  thiiiLT  ,i,Miin,i;  down  Citv    will    he    exposed    to    serious    daiij^^er 

500  or  f)Oo  miles  of  verv  rapid   water  and  from    starvation.      Travellers    anxious    to 

i^oinu:  u])   it.     'I'he   only  otulct,  therefore,  reacii   St.  Michael,  the  nearest  port  to  the 


whitkhoksk  k.M'Ids.  i.kwks  rivkk. 

I'lvin  ,1  /V/nAiA'-'"///  Ai'  •'/'■■  '"■  ■'>'■  />'>"-:ir//.  n  Mrmlvi  .,/  Our  of  tin-  Hist  l-:.\ /<,;/ifi,>ii.s  /,'  ir.ii  li  />,,■:,  s^ui  lily  l.isl  )>vir. 


for  thosi'  wishiim'  to  lea\('  the  coinitry  isto 
follow  down  the  Lower  Yukon  River  for 
some  1500  miles  to  its  mouth  on  the  shore 
of  the  arctic  l^ehriii.L;-  Sea.  This,  however, 
can  onl\-  l)e  done  durin,i;'  three,  or  at  the 
most  four,  mouths  of  the  year,  navi,L;ation 
heiiiLf  j){)ssihle  onlv  for  shallow  -  ,i;oiii^-, 
stern-wheeled  steamers  ;  and  even  then  the 
treacherous  nature  of  this  waterway,  ever 
chaui^-in.y;  its  coiu'se  and  full  of  simken 
snags,  iijjon  which  steamers  frecpiontly 
impale  tliemselves,  makes  navigation  a  most 


mouth  of  the  ^'ukon,  where  occasional 
I'oasi-steauuTs  pick  up  travellers  durini; 
the  summer  months  ;the  river  freezes  u|) 
often  in  Septemher\  have,  therefore,  to 
iiudertake  a  i"""  'iiilcs  jourui'v  in  the 
vilest  and  dirtiest  little  i^ver-steamers  that 
exist,  or  hy  following  Schwatka's  exampK-, 
take  to  a  raft. 

A  glance  at  the  map  wi'l  demonstrate 
that  this,  the  onlv  possihle  siunmer  route 
oul  of  the  country,  is  more  than  2500  miles 
longer  than  the  route    overland    into  the 
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(•(iuiitr\',  acTdss  tlie  coasl-raiii^i;  to  llie 
chain  of  hikes  uiiich  are  llie  soiu'ce  of 
the  Yukon,  and  tlience  do'vii  tin-  Ooo  niih's 
already  descri!)e(l.* 

Concerning  the  \\a\'  into  tlie  Klondike 
re.i^'ion  by  the  latter  route,  the  diriiciilties 
presentini;  themselves  to  the  "  tendertnol  " 
"  (hmipcd  "  from  the  coast-steamer  on  the 
muddy  foreshore  of  the  l.vnn  Canal  are 
of  a  formidable  kind,  unlike  anything  even 
the  hardiest  old  ]iros])ector  iiad  to  face 
when  wending  his  wa\'  towards  Cariboo, 
Cassiar,  the  Kootenay  cain|is,  or  the  remote 
regions  ai^out  the  l^ig  Ueiul.  All  of  these 
"enjoyed"  the  reputation  of  trying  niaiTs 
pluck  and  endurance  to  an  unwonted 
degree.  Onlv  those  wiio  have  coasted 
along  Alaska's  shore-line— in  ninety-nine 


*  III  iIk'  act  of  cdireclin^'  tlR'^c  sheets,  a\u- 
receives  llie  news  lluit  llie  Dultoii  tiail  n  lliini 
route  wliieli 
|iarallels  the 
Ska<,'way  Cor 
part  of  the 
way  -is  now 
the  favourite 
winter  route 
for  men  on 
snowsli  o  es 
t  r  a  V  e  1 1  i  n  l; 
(|iiile"  light"' 
-  /.<•.,  wiili 
no  inipedi- 
nienta  and 
the  sinallot 
J)  o  s  >  i  1)  1  e 
amount  of 
luovision--. 
It  is  ofal)(nit 
the  s  a  111  e 
letl^'th  as  ihe 
two  other 
routes. 


faintest  ciiiic(  ptioii  ol  the  lio|)eless-iook- 
itig  task  of  scaling  the  detiselv  timbered, 
exceedingiv  steep  chain  of  inast  moun- 
tains that  skirts  the  sea-coast  the  whole; 
wa\'.  That  it  becomes  an  impossible 
task  when  liamjiered  by  a  i')0(jlb.  or 
15001b.  load  of  ]irovisioiis  and  tools 
for  tweh'e  months,  does  not  need  explain- 
ing. l'"roni  the  head  of  l.vnn  Canal  there 
are  three  routes,  via  different  jiasses,  which, 
howcN'cr,  coiucrge  near  the  Lakes  l.inde- 
man,  Bennett,  and  'ragi->li  1  across  the 
watershed  from  which  the  \'ukon  begins  its 
turbulent  course.  ,\ccorditig  to  Schwatka, 
a  small  lake  about  100  acres  in  extent,  wliii  h 
he  called  Crater  Lake,  is  the  true  source  ;  but 
it  lies  so  high  iij)  on  the  sliar])  ridge  form- 
ing the  watershed  that  it  was  still  covered 
with  thick  ce  and  snow  when  he  visited 
the   spot    on    |iine    11,   iSS^,   and    the   teti- 


YUKONKRS    AT    SHl'.Kl'   (AMI*. 
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miles   ](>U'^    Lake    l.iiidi'iiian  was  the   first  oilier,   is    less   steep    and    lower    l>v  some 

ojteii     Yukon    water    he    met    with    after  i25ofoft;  and  thirdly,  the  C'hilcool   inlet 

rrossini,^  the  watershed.  route,  now  known  as  th;'  Dyea  route,  which 

As  to  tli(^   latter,   it  is  perhaps  best   to  takes  the  traveller  over  the  Dyea  or  i'errier 

explain    that    tiie    sixty-mili^s    lonj;    fjord  Pass,  to    which    Schwatka,   who    fc.llowed 

called  I.ynn  t'anal  "forks"  at  the  head,  tlit>  it  when  makini;-  his  famous  exploration  of 

westerly  branch  being  called  the   Chilcat,  the  ^'ukoii   River  in   1883,  gives  a  height 
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the  easterly  the  Chilcoot  Inlet.  Streams 
with  vjry  rapid  currents  put  in  at  the 
head  of  each  inlet,  and  the  three  alternate 
ntates  follow  up  these  narrow  gorges 
towards  their  sources  on  the  steep  slopes 
)f  the  two  or,  to  be  quite  correct,  three 
[lasses :  the  Chilcat  Inlet  route,  now- 
better  known  as  the  Skagway  route,  so 
called  after  the  "City"  and  landing-place 
of  steamers ;  then  the  White  Pass,  which 
route,  though  some  miles  longer  than  the 


over  the  Pacific  of  424.0  feet.*     The  three 
routes  meet  at  the  lakes. 

The  distance  between  Pacific  water 
and  the  lakes  is  comparatively  short, 
hardlv  more  than  thirty  miles  as  the  crow 
flics,  but  so  impassable  are  many  of  these 
miles  that  even  well-equiii])ed  outfits  take 
three  weeks  to  cover  it,  and  in  some  cases 
parties  were  reported  to  have  taken  two 

*  On  his  map  4100  feel  is  marked  as  the  altitude. 
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mnnllis  in  niakiri.y:  Lake  I.iiiilcnian.  All  was  only  when  l.aki>  Mndcnian  was 
the  passes  arc  above  tiniher-line,  and  ri'aclied  that  Scliwatka  Iduiid  arlx.real 
arc    covered    all     the    year    roiuul     with      growth,  though  to  judge  from  late  aecoiints, 


MII.KS  CASON.    LEWES   RIVKR. 

/■I out  (I   l'Iioto\:;iiif>li   hy  Mr    ('.  .S'.   luiiwcl/. 

(■xi)anses   of    \cv    and    snow,   even  Crater  trees  of  sutlieieiitlv  large  size  to  wlnp->a\\ 

Lake,    some    distance    below    the    height  into  boards  tor  boat-building  have  bi'conie 

of  hnul,  has  not   a  bush  or  other  sign  of  very  scarci-  round  that  sheet  of  water, 

vegetation    rountl    its    Arctic    shores.      It  This    boat-building    is    the    next    thing 


WITH   SI.EUGE   ANU   CAN'OE   ON    LAKE    I.INDEMAN,    JCNE    I897. 
From  a  Vhotograph  by  Mi.  C,  H.  Bai'xveU. 
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lli.it    lacfs  tlic   inil<irlnii;ili'  tr;i\(lliT   wlirii  hovs   ,'iiiil    iliiy;^.       I'lir    rale    lli(\'   used    to 

he  lias  at  last  scalcil  ilir  nuiiinlaiii  liarricr,  (Iniiaiul    up  lo    l.akr    I.iiKlciiiaii  ua^   Iimih 

and  has  ijot  liis  pnn  i>iiiiis  ■•  packed  "  (ivcr  Icii  to  twchc  criits     six]irnii'     ptr  pound. 

Ii\'   Indians  (ir  !i\    tlir   wliitr   |)a(k('rs.     As  'l"iic  iininciisc  in(  rcasc  in  traMl  <i\cr  these 

nut    a   sin,i;le  (  lali    reiiirns   when  (ince    it  passes  whieli  has  iKcurred  this  sinnnier  is. 

hasenlered  the  N'likonlly-trap, each  party  (if  (if  cdurse.  tar  hevoiul  what   tin-  Indians  ol 

millers  nuist  pruside  Inr  themselves  a  (rait  the     uiioh'     cdasl    cdiild     tackle,    and     a> 

ol^iime  knid  (ir  other.      What  ndd-Nhaped  thi'    (irsi    h'W  steamers  in    |iine    and    |ul\ 

lulls  liands  iinacciistiiini'd  to  liDal-hiiildin,!;  unloaded      liundreds     of     miners    totalK 

kiiiH  k  together  (lilt   of  i^reeii  plaiiks  whip-  uiipro\ided    with    horses   and    miile^,    the 

sawed    out    of   such    ,L,niarled    and    knotty  Indians   not   oiih  increased    their  price   to 

spruce   or   pine   as  an'   to   be    h)iind  amid  double,    bill    could    onh     handle    a    small 

those  .\iciic  siirroiindin.y^s,  needs  no  t'lirUier  jiortion  (if  the  thousands  of  tons  of  goods, 
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descrijilion.  Likewise,  what  ,Li;real  risks  the 
navi.nalioii  of  "white  water"  by  inexperi- 
enced hands  in  craft  of  that  sort  carries 
with  it. 

Up  to  this  \ear,  all  the  packin*,'— across 
the  passes — for  the  few  score  of  miners 
who  invaded  the  \'ukoii  country  by  either 
of  these  routes  was  done  by  the  C'hilcat 
and  t'hilcoot  Indians,  who  are  coast  tribes, 
as  well  as  bv  the  "  Stiiks"  who  live  in  the 
interior,  men,  women,  children,  and  do,ns 
[)luckil\-  shouldering  packs  that  no  white 
man  wmild  tackle.  As  much  as  150  lb.  is 
carried  bv  the  males,  from  60  lb.  to  75  lb. 
by  the  stjuaws,  and  from  30  lb.  to  40  lb.  by 


provisions,    tools,    and    i(]iiipnu'nts    with 
which  the  whole  shore  was  strt'wn. 

The  next  trouble  was  the  want" of  feed 
for  iht;  pack  animals  brought  by  the  later 
arrivals,  who  had  been  wariXHl  by  their 
predecessors'  straits.  l''or  the  sujiply  of 
sour  swamp  grass  on  that  inhospitable 
shore  was  soon  exhausted,  and  oats  or  hay 
were  for  some  lime  unobtainable.  As  a 
conse(]uence,  luinilrecis  of  horses  starved 
to  death  at  Skagway  and  Dyea,  ere  ten 
miles  of  the  trail  across  the  pass  had 
been  covered.  That  the  ultimati'  fate  of 
most  of  the  horses  taken  by  individual 
parties  up    to  the   lakes   will  add  variety 
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to    ;i    diet      of     "  Ix'aiis     iiiid      sou-lulK  l'iili(rt'(ii(r,,illtlicir  liniscsucrr  tdlic  killed 

strai,t,dit,"     is     also     a     soinculiat     novel  on  rcacliiiiL,''   ihc   lakes,  wlien — tlial  beiiiL,'^ 

feature   of  the   I\loiuiikt>  stainix'de.      I'"or,  tlie   boundary — a  t  iistoni  and   |ioli(c   post 

as  no    horses   can   be    taken    farther   than  is  now  beiui;'  erected  by  the  nicn  and  an\ 

the  lakes,  the   ritle   or   six  shooter  in\ari-  Iiired  assistance  they  can  obtain, 
ablv  ends  the   toilsome  days  of  the   poor  The  subject  of  Custom   I  louses  reminds 

l)rutes.       Accordin.L,'    to    the     profframnie  one  of  the   necessity  to  point  out  one  of 

settled  for  the  moving  in  of  the  Mounted  the  ilrawbacks  peiuiiar  to  all  these   I.ymi 


THK   ONLY    SALOON    I.N    DYKA. 
i'rom  a  Photograph  by  Captain  A.  H.  Lee. 
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Canal  routes.  !•  ir  (Hi  l.indin^r  ilnrr  hniu 
till-  ()(  I'.iii  ^tciiiicr,  the  ;,'()(iiIn  of  the 
IravL-llcr,  il  l)(Hii(lii  in  Canada— liis  liorsi-s 
arc  allducd  iliri>iijr|i  duty  Irci' — have  to 
pay  duty  to  tlic  I'nitcd  States  (loverninent. 
or,  it  the  i|naiility  is  lar,i;e  enoiij,'l>,  tlie 
traveller  ean  avoid  |ia\in,i(  (  iisloni  iliar^'es 
liy  liavini(  his  i^^oods  placed  under  the 
eliar^'e  (  !  a  ciistdui  ollicer,  ulio  a(  idU)- 
panies  them  through  the  narrow  strip  of 
I'liited  Slates  territory  until  the  Canadian 
i'ouiidary  at  the  lakes  is  reached.  Tlie 
(•liar>,'e  I'or  this  serv  ic<'  is,  !  I)elie\c, 
seven  doll.irs  per  da\.  <  )n  n'a(  hin,!,"- 
the  latter  line,  if  he  has  hills  to  prove 
that  his  oiitlit  was  hou.niit  in  any  part 
ot  Canada,  he  jjasses  throuj^h  free  of 
_  tliai;,^'. 

.As  it  fre(|uently  h;i|p|icns  that  pro- 
spectors coiniiif.,'-  from  the  I'nited  Stati'S 
jiorts  arc  literally  |)eiiiiiless  l)\-  the  time 
they  reach  the  Canadian  line  at  the  lakes, 
and  cannot  pay  the  Canadian  duties,  the 
custom  officials  there  rcMirt  to  a  novel 
e.\|iediei:t  of  collecliiiL,'-  ihr  dut\'  :  ihev 
make  them  work  on  am  of  the  numerous 
johs  entailed  \>\  the  hllildilin;  n\'  the  |)ost, 
credit  iiiL;-  them  with  a  daih'  \\a.i;f  at 
current  rates.  Though  in  some  cases  it 
is  said  the  delay  thus  caused  has  prevented 
the  men  from  re.'ichini,^  their  destination 
lu'lore  ice  on  the  \'ukon  stopped  their 
])roj;ress,  thus  ohli^iuL,'-  them  to  |)ass 
the  winter  in  some  hastily  constructed 
river -sidi'  sludK  r,  the  plan  has  so  far 
workeil  fairly  well  without  causing  sitIous 
fricticjn. 

There  are  two  or  three  other,  so-ca'led 
"all  Canadian,"  routes  to  Klondike  from 
the  South  and  from  llii'  {'".ast.  Of  these, 
liy  far  the  best  is  the  Stikeen  route, 
which,  as  the  name  indicati-s,  follows  up 
that  river  for  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  to  Teleirraph  Creek,  the  old  startinii;- 
point  for  the  once-famous  Cassiar  mines, 
and  thence  via  'I'eslin  Lake  and  the 
IIootalin(]ua  River.  This  route  is  s})oken 
of  very  favourably,  and  si'cins  to  present 
none  of  the  bad  features  that  caused  so 
much  misery  and  hjss  on  the  Lynn  Canal 
routes  during  the  past  summer.  J'he 
watersheds  crossed  by  the  trail  from  the 
Stikeen  River  to  Teslin  Lake  are  not  ice 


so 
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ami  siiow -( civerctl  passes,  and  thou!;h  tho 
transportation  of  gooiU  even  li\  ihal  rout*' 
is  possible  only  duriiii;  lour  or  live  months 
of  the  year,  when  the  Stikeen  is  navi,y;able 
for  light  river  -  steamers,  it  looks  as  if 
that  were  an  easier  route  than  over  the 
L\nn  Canal  p.asses.  However,  one  must 
remember  that  <  hanges  in  tht;  way  of 
improvements  i(»  trails  can  be  carried  out 
i|uicklyb\  the  willing  hands  of  hundreds 
f  gold-Ncckers  or  by  persons  interested  in 
attracting  tra\  il,  tli.it  it  is  unwise  toexjiress 
di'cideil  opinions  (oik crning  the  advan- 
tages of  (he  several  routes.  The  object  of 
these  pages  is  merely  to  indicate  their 
whereabouts  and  to  sound  a  note  of  warn- 
ing to  exercise  care  in  following  the  advice 
of  pecuniarily  interested  agents,  whose 
objiM-t  it  is  to  attract  travellers  to  oi;c  special 
route.  By  the  time  travel  will  be  possible 
next  s|)ring,  the  Canadian  (iovernmeiit 
will,  no  doubt,  h.ive  taken  steps  that 
reliable  information  on  this  ini|)ortant 
point  is  made  public.''''  Since  tne  writer's 
brief  visit  to  Alaska,  many  changes  have 
occurred,  am'  recent  events  will  make 
even  more  sweei)ing  and  sjieedy  alterations 
the  rule  rather  than  ihr  exceiilioii. 

All  the  news  so  far  to  hand  from  the 
Klondike  and  its  triimtaries,  as  well  as 
from  the  Stewart  River,  confirms  the 
plien(jnn'nal  richness  of  the  stream-beds, 
more  particularly  so  considering  the  small 
amount  of  work  so  far  expended  on 
claims.  The  latt(>r  is,  of  course,  ac- 
counted for  by  the  extreme  remoteness 
of  the  spot,  the  scarcity  and  great  ])rice 
of  labour — men  working  for  others  obtain 
i'l.y^  £i  P'T  day — and  the  costliness  of  all 
supplies,  flour  being  sold  last  spring,  just 
before  thi'  arrival  of  the  first  steamer,  at 
the  rate  of  ^,"14  ])er  sack  of  50  lb.  Your 
"  old  timer,"  the  man  who  has  knocked 
about  all  his  life  in  the  mining  camps  of 
California,  Idaho,  and  British  Columbia, 
loves  to  see  "  grub  sky-high,"  for  it  is 
the  surest  indication  that  "  dust  "'  is 
pli'ntiful.  Diggings  are  rich  when  a 
bottle  of  beer  costs  a  sovereign,  and 
whisky    sells    at    a    dollar    the    ni]).      Ihit 


I. 


*  Tlie  nevv>|)a|)ers  report  tliat  no  fewer  tliaii 
seventeen  railway  charters  over  tlie  various  Yulion 
routes  have  been  applied  for. 
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ii|i  uii  '.lif  \'iikip|i  llic  iliHu'iiltifs  (if  ;ici-css       KmIumI    ( ';iiii|iIi;I1     ;il'l(r  uIimih   ih.il    L;ii;it 
;irc,   ;is    \m'    sec,  ot    su(  li    a   pci  iiliar   ainl       ti\cr  <iii,i;lil    id  lia\c   hciii   iiaiiinl     lur    lie 


iiniiri'ccdciiird  (  liararlcr  that  il  any  lar^i' 
iiiiiiilicr  ot  iiicii  iiii|irii\  iilol  will)  nine 
nil  Hit  lis'  |irii\  isiiiiis  (  rnu  il  inti  i  llif  ((iiiiitr\ , 
tilt'  small  stiM  k  ol  tiKiil  ulii(li  it  will  lie 
possiblf  id  ((pllict   l)\  the  tiii'c  siiow  llir^ 


ua-.  llif  (liscoMTrr  i<\  ii-,  licadwatris— \sa> 
|ir(il)al)lv   iiiit    tlic  (ir'^l    liiuiiaii    lnim;  ^Im 

laced  the  dread  lne.     "  We  weic  I'edlli  ed  at 

one  time  111  ^ui  li  ilire  stiail>,"  lie  writes  in 
hi-,  jiiurnal,  "  tlial   we  were  niilii^ed   in  I'al 


;in  CDiiseqiifnce  ot    tljc  an  idents  lo  tin-      our    iianhnient    windows,    and    uiir    last 
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seven  Yukon  stt'ainers   w  ill,  it  is  teared,  not      nual    belore  aI)andonin,i;   Dease    Lake  on 


suflice  to  carry  the  crowd  throiinh  the 
desperate!  lon.y;  winter.  .-Xsescaiie  durinj;^ 
that  periotl  is  nearly  impossible,  had  times 
may  be  in  store.  Starvation  is  an  u<,dy  death  : 
how  many  have  succumbed  to  it  in  those 
dreary  wastes  between  the  shore  of  the 
Pacific    and    the    continental     watershed 


the  8th  of  .Mav,  1H31),  consisted  of  the 
lacinLT  of  our  snowshoes."  That  much  the 
same  conditions  jirevailed  receiillv  we  learn 
from  the  mouth  of  my  friend  Warburton 
I'ike,  who  on  one  occasion  sustained  life  bv 
eating  his  moccasins,  and  had  to  forciblv 
restrain  his  native  companions  from  feast- 


will    never    be    known.      'I'he    very    first      in,t(    on    a    very  ancient  corpse    they   dis- 
explorer  of   the   Yukon,   the    indomitable      covered  in  the  branches  of  a   t'-ee,  where 
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Sdinc   of  tlic   iiihiiul   tribes   "  l)uiy "   tlieir 
iU-:i(l. 

'I'lie  cl;m<,MT  of  ^Uirvatioii,  it  imisl  \k- 
uiuk-rslood,  will  bi'  one  which  thi'  (k-- 
velopnicnts  now  \>r\u'^  currinl  on  will 
spi'inlilv  help  to  rcuiovi' ;  it  ihrratrns  at 
])rcsciit  those  who  havi'  reached  the  remote 
camps  on  the  \'ukon  headwaters.  By  next 
summer  the  numerous  transportation  com- 
jjanies  now  beiiif,'  formed  in  l-'n<,dand,  in 
the  l'".aslern  States,  in  C'alitornia,  and  in 
Hritisli  Columbia,  will  have  Hooded  the 
district,  large  as  it  is,  while  sui)i/lies  and 
prices  will  probably  come  down  with  a  run. 

To  hear  enumeraletl  anion.L,'-  the  real 
hardshii)s  which  the  prosjiecior  has  to  face 
in  the  Yukon  region  that  caused  by  mos- 
quitoes, mav  appear  to  those  iniac(|uaiiited 
with  these  pests  of  the  swampy  North- 
West  as  a  bit  of  hyjiercritical  sensitiveness. 
A  week's — nav,  an  hoiu-'s  actpiaintance 
with  the  mos(]uito  of  the  North-West 
will  cause  the  tenderfoot's  smile  to  change 
into  a  bitter  wail.  I5orn  to  a  three-months 
existence  as  soon  as  tlu>  torrid  sun  of  Jiuu' 
has  melteil  the  snow,  they  drive  man  to  the 
verge  of,  and  beasts  to  actual,  insanity. 

Of  the  extreme  lold  of  which  one  hears 
so  much,  the  writer  would  be  inclined  to 
make  far  less  than  of  the  last-named 
scourge,  and  he  would  certainly  not 
enumerate  it  among  the  hardships  that 
shoulcl  deter  any  man  in  robust  health 
from  turning  his  faci'  Klondiki'wards. 
To  a  man  of  good  constitution — and  no 
other  should  venture  to  those  remote  gold- 
fiekls — the  severest  lold  means  no  ac  tual 
hardship,  so  long  as  lu-  is  properly 
(•(juipped  for  it.  At  no  time  did  the 
writer  enjoy  better  health  than  when  he 
slept  without  a  tent  on  the  snow,  with  the 
temi)erature  down  far  below  the  p(unt 
where  the  mercury  in  his  thermometer 
congealed. 

In  certain  respi'cts  this  "  end-of-the- 
centurv "  mining  stampede  to  the  Klon- 
dike  offers  food   for   reflection   anent   the 


i/iSiuh'iiiUiii^is  of  (juickly  spreatiing  ni'ws, 
and  of  rapid  transit  to  the  remotest  corners 
of  the  world,  in  no  other  of  tlu'  great 
gold  crazes  of  Australia,  .\frica,  or  North 
America  were  the  majority  of  persons  wIhj 
franticallv  rushed  to  tlu'  fields  so  ini-x- 
periemed  in  the  ways  of  the  country,  so  little 
fitted  i)v  previous  roughing  to  imdergo  the 
hardshi|)s  in  store  forlheni,  so  littleendowed 
with  the  pioneer's  moral  and  physical  til)re. 
The  men  that  pi-opled  in  the  first  rush  the 
mining  camps  of  California  aiul  .\ustralia 
reached  their  goal  aftiT  a  journey  of 
man\'  months  across  the  plains,  or  came 
from  other  cam])s,  hardy  and  .sturdy 
handlers  of  the  pick  anel  jian.  For  the 
interval  between  the  discovery  and  the 
news  of  it  reaching  great  centres  of  popu- 
lation was  sufficiently  long  to  allow  those 
near  the  spot  to  reap  the  first  harvest. 
With  Klondike,  on  tlu-  other  hand,  the 
Hash  of  tiie  discoverv  seems  to  have  struck 
great  cities  with  unprecedenteil  rapiility, 
and  scarcely  a  week  later  steamers  were 
hurrving  thither  filled  to  the  last  corner 
with  feverishlv  excited  i  rowds,  consisting 
to  a  greater  part  n  )t  of  experienced  old 
miners,  but  of  lownfolk  in  no  way  fitted 
for  the  enterprise  upon  which  they  so 
rashlv  started.  For  this  reason,  also,  the 
lunnber  of  victims  will  pro!)al)ly  be  greater 
than  in  an\-  other  stampede. 

Iahi.k  oi-   .\i'i'UoxiM.\ri'.  Disr\Nci'.s  m<om 
X'lcroKiA   iHiuiisu  (■oi.r\nuA)    ro  f\.i.oM)i!-;i:. 

1.  f<()UtL'  iVoiii  X'icloria  viA  St.  .Micliarl 

ami  up  Vulion  Kivcr  to  f)a\VM)ii, 
ai)out 

2.  f<outc    iVoni    X'icioria    to  liuati   of 

t,\nn  (anal  l)y  ocean  steamer.  . 
J-"n)ni  licad  of  Lynn  Canal  via  jiasscs 
and  lake-,  and  down  Yukon 

3.  Koute  from    N'icloria   to  mouth  of 


.Miles.  Miles. 
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Stikecn  Kivei 
l''nim   mouth    of  Slikee'j    by    river 

steamer   to   ■felef.'iaph   ('reek     .  . 
I'rom    'J'ele;.;ra])h    (leek    to    I  eslin 

Lake  l)\    trail 
l''roni    I'eslin   Lake  via  llootalini|ua 

Kivei  li\'  river  steamer  to  l)au>on, 

about 
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